30% NaCl solution (50 mL) was added to the mixture, which was then extracted with EtOAc three times (3×50 mL). The extract was dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 and concentrated in vacuo. The crude product was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (eluent: petroleum ether/EtOAc) to afford the product A (20.4 mg, 13%) as a yellow solid.
Spectral data of compounds 3 and A (E)-4-(2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-2-oxoethylidene)-5-hydroxy-2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-5-phenyl-4,5-dihydrofuran-3-carbonitrile (3a)
Yield: 92%, 221.7 mg; yellow solid. mp 255.5-257.3 °C . 1 
(E)-4-(2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-2-oxoethylidene)-5-hydroxy-2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-5-(p-tolyl)-4,5-dihydrofuran-3-carbonitrile (3b)
Yield: 93%, 230.6 mg ; yellow solid. mp 229. 
(E)-4-(2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-2-oxoethylidene)-5-(3-bromophenyl)-5-hydroxy-2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-4,5-dihydrofuran-3-carbonitrile (3f)
Yield: 87%, 243.6 mg ; yellow solid. mp 258.7-260. 
(E)-4-(2-(1H-indol-3-yl)-2-oxoethyli dene)-5-(4-bromophenyl )-5-hydroxy-2-(1H-indol-3 -yl)-4,5-dihydrofuran-3-carbonitrile (3g)
Yield: 88%, 246.4 mg ; yellow solid. mp 259.6-261. 
(E)-5-hydroxy-2-(1-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)-4-(2-(1-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)-2-oxoethylidene)-5-phenyl-

4,5-dihydrofuran-3-carbonitrile (3k)
Yield: 91% 
(E)-5-hydroxy-2-(1-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)-4-(2-(1-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)-2-oxoethylidene)-5-(p-tolyl)-
4,5-dihydrofuran-3-carbonitrile (3l)
